Dear Sir,

In July the General Synod will be asked to vote on the principle of a Covenant for the Anglican Communion.

Of course, it is not the document itself which is important but its content and implications.  

The core of the Draft Anglican Covenant (section 6) is a proposal to transfer authority over doctrine and over the ‘common standards of faith, and the canon law of our churches’ from the Provinces to the Primates’ Meeting.  The determinations of the Primates would then be handed down, as canon law, to each member Province.  
In effect this would create a new pattern of Anglicanism.  Its present diversity would, over time, be replaced by a centralised government of 38 people.  To vote for the covenant in principle is to vote – in principle – to subordinate General Synod to the jurisdiction of the Primates’ Meeting.  

We feel this should not happen at all.  But if it is to happen it needs much greater discussion of its purpose, justification and implications than there has been to date.  It cannot be right to commit the church to such a huge change in principle and then to work out the detail afterwards.
Nor, sadly, is there any evidence that concentrating power in this way will do anything to resolve the conflicts which currently divide the communion.  No-one’s view of proper faithful expressions of human sexuality nor of biblical authority will be changed by it.  It will reshape Anglicanism and still be unable to resolve conflicts over doctrine.

We believe that this is wrong in principle, that its results would be a narrowing of Anglican life, and that it will resolve nothing.  We urge General Synod to reject the proposal.

Yours,

John Plant,
Chair, Modern Churchpeople’s Union

